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The 2023 Campus Expression Survey (CES) asks
undergraduate students at four-year colleges
and universities in the US about different

facets of their experience relevant to open
inquiry, viewpoint diversity, and constructive
disagreement. Heterodox Academy has been
surveying students on topics of free expression
and open inquiry since 2019.

Learn more about the CES on our website.

In this research brief, we focus on a subgroup

of the CES sample, the “reluctant respondents,’
students who report being at least somewhat
reluctant to discuss at least one of the 10 topics
on campus asked about in the survey (79% of
our total sample, N = 3,760), in order to better
understand (a) why they are reluctant to discuss
controversial topics and (b) whether any of them
have suffered sanctions for doing so.
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https://heterodoxacademy.org/campus-expression-survey/

Figure 1.
bnt of students indicating fear of each informal sanction for expressing their views on various contentious topics.
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Figure 2.
Percent of students indicating fear of each formal sanction
for expressing their views on various contentious topics.
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13.3%

of Reluctant Student
Respondents Report
Being Actually
Sanctioned for
Discussing a
Controversial Topic

Figure 3.

Percent of students who reported experiencing a sanction for their
classroom expression among the 79% of the sample who also reported
being at least somewhat reluctant to discuss a topic in the classroom.
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https://nscresearchcenter.org/current-term-enrollment-estimates/
https://nscresearchcenter.org/current-term-enrollment-estimates/

Universities Should Strive to
Provide Environments That
Protect Open Inquiry

10

Universities and colleges should strive to
provide environments where open discussion of
controversial issues doesn't result in sanctions
for students, but is rather encouraged. The 2023
CES data strongly suggest that universities and
colleges need to do more to foster open inquiry
on controversial topics. Ideally, no student
would ever suffer sanctions for doing what is
expected of them in college: to freely discuss
controversial topics in an environment that
protects open inquiry.
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About Heterodox Academy

Heterodox Academy (HxA) is a non-partisan, non-profit
organization consisting of over 7,300 members of faculty, staff,
and students from around the world who advocate for preserving
and promoting the values of open inquiry, viewpoint diversity, and
constructive disagreement in institutions of higher education and
research. If you are interested in supporting our mission, become
a member or make a donation to support our work. If you

want to stay up-to-date on HxA news, the latest HxA content, or
upcoming HxA events, subscribe to our emails.
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Availability of Data and Analysis Code

We welcome discussion of the CES data and results. To make
this easy, HxA makes the direct survey response data and the

analysis code used to write reports about the 2023 CES publicly
available on its website. For further details about the 2023 CES,
please see our writeup of its data and methods.
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